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“hackneyed dialogue”

“tendency to resort to stereotypes”
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“The wild actions of the loon in 
escaping danger and its dismal cry 
(see looning) suggest the idea of 
insanity; whence the common 
American similar “as crazy as a loon.” 

– Century Dictionary and Cyclopedia: A Work Of Universal Reference In All 
Departments Of Knowledge With A New Atlas Of The World in Ten Volumes” 1889.



2. CRAZY AS A LOON



“Before I go on with this short history, let 
me make a general observation – the test 
of a first-rate intelligence is the ability to 
hold two opposed ideas in the mind at 
the same time, and still retain the ability 
to function.

One should, for example, be 
able to see that things are 

hopeless and yet be 
determined to make them 

otherwise.”





“Many of them said, “He has a 
demon, and is insane; why listen 
to him?”

John, 10:20

O! Let me not be mad, not mad, 
sweet heaven; keep me in temper; I 
would not be mad!

King Lear, act 1, sc. 5.





“Pathology in the Hundred Acre Wood: a neurodevelopmental perspective on A.A. Milne.”
Canadian Medical Association Journal, 2000. 

“We cannot but wonder how much richer Pooh’s life might be were 
he to have a trial of low-dose stimulant medication.”





Daniel M’Naghten
c. 1856



“To establish a defence on the ground of 
insanity it must be clearly proved, that, at the 
time of committing the act, the party accused 
was labouring under such a defect of reason
from disease of the mind, as not to know the 
nature and quality of the act he was doing, 
or if he did know it, that he did not know that 
what he was doing was wrong.”







“The main point was not what 
happened to it there, but that it 
would no longer be here.”

The Fatal Shore: The Epic of 
Australia’s Founding, by Robert 
Hughes
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TWO THINGS:

1. Greatest love song of all time

2. Slow-blues cover of “Tomorrow’s Just Another Day”



…(Is All in the Mind)



“Anyway, I keep picturing all these little 
kids playing some game in this big field 
of rye and all. Thousands of little kids, 
and nobody's around - nobody big, I 
mean - except me. And I'm standing on 
the edge of some crazy cliff. What I 
have to do, I have to catch everybody if 
they start to go over the cliff - I mean if 
they're running and they don't look where 
they're going I have to come out from 
somewhere and catch them. That's all I do 
all day. I'd just be the catcher in the rye 
and all. I know it's crazy, but that's the 
only thing I'd really like to be.”
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