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THERAPY DOGS ARE NOT SERVICE DOGS

Texas Health and Safety Code § 437.023 Service Animals:

(a) A food service establishment, retail food store, or other entity regulated under this chapter may not deny a service animal
admittance into an area of the establishment or store or of the physical space occupied by the entity that is open to customers
and is not used to prepare food if:

(1) the service animal is accompanied and controlled by a person with a disability; or
(2) the service animal is in training and is accompanied and controlled by an approved trainer.

(b) If a service animal is accompanied by a person whose disability is not readily apparent, for purposes of admittance to a food
service establishment, retail food store, or physical space occupied by another entity regulated under this chapter, a staff
member of the establishment, store, or entity may only inquire about:

(1) whether the service animal is required because the person has a disability;
(2) what type of work the service animal is trained to perform.

(c) In this section, “service animal” means a canine that is specially trained or equipped to help a person with a disability. An
animal that provides only comfort or emotional support to a person is not a service animal under this section.










WHAT IS A THERAPY DOG?

A therapy dogis a dog that is trained to
provide affection, comfort and support to
people, often in settings such
as hospitals, retirement homes, nursing
homes, schools, libraries, hospices,
or disaster areas.
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PSYCHOLOGICAL

e Animal Assisted Therapy (AAT) has been reported to improve many psychological conditions such as
anxiety, depression, social skills, and simply improving the moods of the patient.

e Benefits in educational settings include provided comfort, companionship, and/or a diversion to
unpleasant thoughts or situations.

e Alarge number of studies show that animals can offer relief and serenity to a wide age range of vulnerable
people with various different emotional issues.

e Animals can provide non-judgmental and unrestricted emotional support. This is true for both children
and adults.

e The presence of a dogin a therapy session has indicated improvements in a patient's outlook, as well as
their willingness to share on a deeper level.

e The petting of an animal can also put a patient at ease, whereas a therapist must maintain a professional
state and thus is unable to provide physical support.

Qs and Universities use therapy dogs during finals week to help students deal with increased
anxiety.




STRESSFUL SITUATIONS

e Therapy Dogs have been used in stressful situations,
including mass shootings.

o PAWS teams were used during Uvalde and have
returned as requested a year later.

o Therapy dogs were also used to offer comfort to
faculty, staff and students following the 2007 Virginia
Tech shooting in Blacksburg, Virginia.

o In December 2012, therapy dogs were brought to the
Sandy Hook Elementary School in Newtown,
Connecticut, providing comfort to children and
parents.

e Most recently, the Comal County District Attorney has a
Therapy Dogin training to comfort crime victims, and
child witnesses.









TRAINING ' 4l

e Training consists of three essential fundamentals: timing,
consistency and reinforcement.

Handlers must also develop trust and be patient.

e All reinforcement/motivation is positive — so treats are used to » . R/ =
focus, motivate and help shape our dog’s behavior.

e In addition to the skills required and before certification, the dog
must be “interviewed” with the handler for appropriateness as a
Therapy Dog. Specifically, the dog must:

o Not be aggressive towards strangers

o Be willingto be stroked on the head, body and tail with both
hands

o Allow the touching of his paws

o Allow the petting of his throat

o Allow the holding/petting of the ears

e Generally an overall appropriate temperament when introduced t
strangers in an unfamiliar setting 7[’1 |
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SKILLS REQUIRED

HANDLER

Recognize & Handle Dog's Stress

Assure the Dog’s Good General Health

Keep Your Dog Safe
Insurance

Let's Go (Loose Leash) Be Your Dog’s Advocate

Wait # of People Around Dog

Paws On Be Aware of Surroundings
Back Educate About Petting (No Hugs)

Leave It Polite but Firm
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Additionally: Elevators, Stairs, Bed Manner




Charlie Stephens & Biscuit

Have Successfully completed Therapy Dog Training and

are hereby
Certified as a Therapy Dog Team
and Approved for Facility Visitations through June 30, 2024

. e
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Leisa Parsons, President
X P AW S PAWS for Service
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June, 2023
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BISCUIT

Quned by
CHARLES A STEPHEN, II

successfiuly frassed the Cuanine Good Citiens Sest on
APRIL 1, 2021
and fas boen listed in the Canino Good Ciliyon CHrchcves
by the Comerican Foennel Claut
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ALLIANCE OF THERAPY DOGS

Charles Stephens II

and
Biscuit

have completed the requirements and have been certified as a

Pet Therapy Team
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PRACTICE

Once you have completed the
requirements, the team may visit
their assigned facility as well as
other sanctioned opportunities.

The Texas Department of Family and Protective

| Services, SIRC Texas-Belong, Centex Protection

Court South, Child Protection Court of Central
Texas, and CASA of Central Texas wish to thank
the following sponsors for their generous
contributions to Central Texas Adoption Day.
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https://pawsforservice.org
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THANK YOU!
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