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Texas Code of Criminal Procedure 46B.103
• (b) Proceedings for commitment of the defendant to a residential care facility 

are governed by Subtitle D, Title 7, Health and Safety Code, Chapter 593

• Must be a person with an intellectual disability who

• represents a substantial risk of physical impairment or injury to the proposed resident or 
others; or

• is unable to provide for and is not providing for the proposed resident’s most basic 
personal physical needs;

• the proposed resident cannot be adequately and appropriately habilitated in an available, 
less restrictive setting; and

• the residential care facility provides habilitative services, care, training, and treatment 
appropriate to the proposed resident’s needs.



Order





What makes these commitments different? 

• The Burden: Health and Safety Code Chapter 593.050
• (e) The party who filed the application has the burden to prove beyond a 

reasonable doubt that long-term placement of the proposed resident in a 
residential care facility is appropriate.

• Why is the burden so high?
• There is no specified length of time for these commitments. The original commitment is 

indefinite. 

• There is no recommitment process
• Because the commitment is indefinite, you will not receive a “recommitment 

packet,” Certificates of Medical Examination, or an annual status update 
during the commitment period.



Alleged Offender Admissions Historically
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Demographic Information
County # of Orders

Tarrant 4

Dallas 4

Harris 4

Travis 3

Hidalgo 2

Ector 2

Alleged Offenses # %

Assault/Injury 18 48.6%

Sexual Offenses 10 27.0%

Burglary/Theft/Robbery 3 8.1%

Murder 2 5.4%

*Fiscal year 2020

Threats/Harassment 1 2.7%

Terrorists Threat 1 2.7%
Evading Arrest 1 2.7%
Arson 1 2.7%
Total Admissions 37



What is an IDD Docket

• Zoom (or other video conferencing platform) meeting at appropriate intervals 
• All parties present: 

• The Court
• State 
• Defense
• HHSC and their legal counsel 
• The Defendant/patient 
• The Local Mental Health Authority 
• Any guardians or other interested parties 

• Purpose:
• Information can be freely shared amongst the interested parties, participants can be 

encouraged or admonished as needed, the parties can problem solve together. 



An order is needed for the SSLC to participate 



The Order



Once Admitted to an SSLC

• Residential
• Treatment
• Programming 
• IDT Meetings
• Intrasystem Step Downs
• Required Communication with The Courts



What is the End Goal?
Fiscal
Year

Community 
Transitions

Competent/
Fit to Proceed Total Separations

2012 24 27 51
2013 37 36 73
2014 68 28 96
2015 51 26 77
2016 20 24 44
2017 27 23 50
2018 29 28 57
2019 15 18 33
2020 18 15 33
2021 32 14 46



Contact Information

Judge Mark Kent Ellis:  Mark_Ellis@Justex.net

ADA Erica Robinson Winsor:  Winsor_Erica@dao.hctx.net

Staci Biggar:  Staci@biggarlawfirm.com

Nicole Hawk: nicole.hawk@hhs.texas.gov
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